To reinforce his emphasis on childbirth as a focus for global health, Black pointed to new research indicating that an estimated 2.6 million stillbirths have not been counted among the global burden of preventable child deaths -a figure that more than offsets estimates of reduction in child deaths achieved worldwide over the past decade (Lancet 2011; 377:1523-38) .
The newly revealed number of stillbirths reinforces the need for skilled birth attendants in the countries with the highest child and maternal mortality, according to Bhutta, who told congress attendees that the stillbirth epidemic has been overlooked because of an "all-pervasive notion that you can't do anything about them."
But the development of evidence-based guides for health system reform, such as the Lives Saved Tool, indicates that "we now know with growing precision what the issues are," according to Bhutta. "The facts are pretty clear." -Paul Christopher Webster, Toronto, Ont. DOI:10.1503/cmaj.109-3948 
